
Aerial image of Sturgeon Island, 2013. Bing.com

Mixed wading bird colony on Sturgeon Island, 2006.

Did you know The Wetlands Institute owns an island? Sturgeon 
Island, a small parcel of land situated in the back bay between 
Stone Harbor and Avalon - a mere mile north from the Institute 
as the crow flies – has been property of the Institute since the 
early days of its existence. 

The fauna and flora of the island have been surveyed and studied 
over the years by researchers at The Wetlands Institute, as recently 
as 2008. From these efforts we know wading birds have nested 
intermittently on the island for decades, some years with success 
and some years without. A study of the island in 1992 by Dr. 
Daniel Klem, Jr., Dr. Terry Master, and student interns found that 
wading birds had abandoned nesting on the island, and nests 
of other species – Herring Gull (Larus argentatus), Clapper Rail 
(Rallus longirostris), and Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) -  produced 
no chicks. Though small islands often provide refuge from 
mammalian predators, predation has been a culprit of nest failure 
for birds at Sturgeon Island. 

Late last month, with a newly serviced boat, clear skies, and calm 
water, a crew of Institute staff set out to explore this little dredge-
spoil island. It did not disappoint. Covered mainly in common 
marsh grasses such as Spartina alterniflora and Phragmites autralis, 
Sturgeon Island was home to a small colony of wading birds, 
some gulls, and a few handfuls of shorebirds during our visit. We 
saw nesting Snowy Egret (Egretta thula), Great Egret (Ardea alba), 
Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor), Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), 
and the state-threatened Black-crowned Night-heron (Nycticorax 

nycticorax), stationed as high as possible in the vegetation. 
Scattered on the ground were nests of Great Black-backed Gull 
(Larus marinus) and Herring Gull, and we heard Clapper Rail in 
the vicinity. Three pairs of American Oystercatcher (Haematopus 
palliatus) and one juvenile were also spotted on the island, as well 
as a group of shorebirds passing through during their southbound 
migration. While we kept our distance from the island to minimize 
disturbance, we were glad to see the wading birds and gulls had 
returned again this year with apparent success. We plan to visit 
again soon to monitor the island.   

We’re excited for the opportunities presently upon us to revisit, 
explore, and grow our research and conservation program. 
We hope you’ll stay tuned for the next account detailing our 
explorations of The Wetlands Institute’s properties and beyond.

Views From 
the Tower

Late Summer - Autumn 2013 · Volume 41 · No. 3
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by Dr. Lisa Ferguson, Deputy Director of Research and ConservationConservation in aCtion



As we close out our summer season here at The Wetlands Institute, we are looking 
forward to the changing seasons and the next phase of our growth and development. 
This summer, we launched a $500,000 Capacity Building Initiative.  Our goal is to rebuild 
the organization by bringing top-notch professionals into leadership positions throughout 
the Institute and to rebuild and upgrade our facilities. In the last issue of Views From 
The Tower, I introduced many of the new staff – so you can see we are already well on 
our way.  New staff are planning and implementing new programs and continuing the 
work of refining our organizational structure to create a strong foundation upon which 
to continue our growth.  We hope to add a Director of Development to the team this fall 
and renovate additional office space to accommodate the hire.

Our rebuilding continues.  The 
dock reconstruction continues 
to move along.  At the end of 
July, the main dock structure 
was complete and the floating 
dock area under construction.  
We are still waiting for the 
railing systems and electrical 
systems to be installed.  We will 
be really excited when the new 
saltwater pumping station is 
complete.  Staff have been 

hauling 500 gallons of water per week up to the aquarium with a truck and trailer since 
Sandy struck!  It will be really nice when we only have to open a valve.  

We have just undertaken the next phase in the rebuilding – and its amazing.  As part of 
our “building for the future” efforts, we will be replacing the Sandy damaged boardwalk 
with a new elevated walkway.  The new walkway will be a 750 ft long loop walkway with 
a side spur.  It will be elevated above the marsh and access the east side of the marsh from 
the Salt Marsh Trail.  The walkway will provide excellent views of the osprey platform, 
the salt pannes and flats with all of the wading and shorebirds, and a complex of tidal 

creeks.  There will be two areas 
with stairs to allow access to the 
marsh for research and education.   
We will also be installing a high-
precision marsh elevation research 
station that will be accessed by 
the walkway.  The station will 
allow Institute staff to document 
how the marsh is responding to 
changing water levels as storms 
and sea level rise continue to stress 
the ecosystem. 

As I write this column, we have 
begun the design and engineering

process and should have construction specifications shortly.  Our goal is to construct 
the walkway this fall and winter and be ready for programming in early spring before 
the Osprey return.

All of this rebuilding of people and facilities is really exciting and continues to move us 
along out path to excellence.  We are achieving important milestones every day and 
making notable strides. In June, we announced that we have successfully raised the first 
$100,000 towards our Capacity Building Initiative Goal. We still have a long way to go 
and hope you will join us in our rebuilding and growth efforts.  We are Making No Small 
Plans and want you to be a part of it!

   

by Dr. Lenore Tedesco, Executive Director
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MonarCh Madness

Saturday, October 5, 2013 from 9:30 – 3:00

At this time of year, the Monarch migration is truly a 
sight to behold!   Join The Wetlands Institute as we 
celebrate this seasonal phenomenon!

•  Guided tours of our gardens and trails to 
    identify butterflies

•  Monarch migration activities and games

•  Live butterfly tagging and
    moth demonstrations

•  Tips on gardening to 
    attract butterflies

•  Butterfly crafts and 
    face painting 

•  And more!

Ticket Price: 
Non-Member:  $10 Adult, $8 Child, $30 Family Pack of 4
Member:  $8 Adult, $6 Child, $25 Family Pack of 4 3

autuMn happenings

Come join us! Saturday and Sunday,
September 21-22, 2013 from 9:00 – 4:00

Sitting in the heart of the migration flyway, thousands 
of bird species make their way across the Cape May 
Peninsula every fall.  In an effort to spread the word 
about this incredible time of year, The Wetlands 
Institute will be hosting a Fall Migration Festival.  

•  Nature photography workshops and selected art      
    work by featured artist Geoff Coe
•  Live animals presentations 
•  Guided bird walks and back-bay boat tours
•  Migration themed crafts, games and activities
•  And more! 

For more details, visit:
wetlandsinstitute.org/events/fall-migration-festival
Two-Day Ticket Price:

Non-Member:  $15 Adult, $10 Child
Member:  $13 Adult, $8 Child

One-Day Ticket Price:
Non-Member:  $10 Adult, $8 Child, $30 Family Pack of 4
Member:  $8 Adult, $6 Child, $25 Family Pack of 4

salt Marsh safari

Starting in Marsh View Hall, watch our award-winning 
film, Secrets of the Salt Marsh.  Then head out along 
the salt marsh trail for a guided interpretive walk of 
the wetlands.  To fully experience the marsh, make 
sure to wear shoes that can get wet and muddy!  
Daily: 11:00am and 2:00pm
Free with admission

Creature feature and Craft

We’ll highlight a different live animal or group of 
animals each day!  Get up close with terrapins, fish, 
crabs, sea stars and urchins, mollusks, horseshoe crabs 
and the animals of Finding Nemo.  Afterwards, create a 
take-home craft related to that day’s Creature Feature!
Monday and Friday: 2:30pm
Free with admission

CatCh ‘o the day

Get your feet wet (or wear waders!) as you discover 
what swims in the back bays.  Help a naturalist drag a 
seine net to find crabs, shrimp, fish and more.  Activity 
recommended for ages 8 and up.  Younger children 
are welcome to attend and can assist in removing 
creatures from the net!  Please note:  This activity is 
tide dependent and may not occur during low tide. 
Wednesday:  12:30pm 
Free with admission

aquariuM feeding

Help us feed the fish and terrapins, or just watch them 
gobble down their food.  We’ll open up feeding time 
three times each week so you can see the turtles 
chasing minnows and the horseshoe crab gobbling 
shrimp. (Not all animals are fed every day.)
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday: 12:30pm
Free with admission

seashell sundays

Starting a shell collection?  Want to know where shells 
come from?  Can’t figure out what that thing is you found 
on the beach?  Bring it in and we’ll tell you all about 
seashells, how to collect them without harming the 
environment and feature an assortment of live mollusks.
Sunday: 12:30pm.  
Free with admission

Winter hours start October 14, 2013!  Starting then, 
The Wetlands Institute will only be open Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.  Please check our website 
calendar for programming updates as we transition 
from autumn to winter hours!

wetlandsinstitute.org/events/calendar

It is autumn in the marsh and The Wetlands Institute is open 7 days a week from September 3 - October 13, 
2013!  Unless otherwise stated, all activities occur onsite at The Wetlands Institute.   Questions?  Please call 
The Wetlands Institute at 609-368-1211.



Brianna Lowey (CCRP intern) holds a female 
terrapin whose carapace was repaired by 

Dr. Mark Logan after a vehicle injury. 
2013 CCRP crew. Back row: Sarah Zollner, Jennifer 
Teson, Alexandra Kontra, Jillena Yeager, Brianna 

Lowey, Stephanie Wolfe (CCRP alum). 
Front row: Dr. Ralph Boerner, Ben Atkinson.
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Thanks to dedicated staff, interns, and volunteers, the 
diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) conser-
vation project carried on for the busy 2013 nesting 
season. Though nesting started later than usual (early 
June), the shortened nesting season did not equate 
to diminished terrapin mortalities along our road-
ways. Our group tallied 558 road-killed females this 
season, among the highest counts in the Institute’s 
twenty-plus years of road patrols. 

Fortunately, we salvaged 760 eggs and also recorded 
nearly 150 saves of terrapins along our patrol route. 
Moreover, we know the number of terrapins rescued 
is bolstered significantly by our roadside barrier fenc-
ing and by the concerned citizens travelling by car, by 
bike, and on foot who do their part to assist terrapins 
out of harm’s way. This season also allowed us to meet 
adults and children who take conservation to heart – 
rescuing hatchlings from storm drains, incorporating 
lessons in the classroom, and making posters, jewelry, 
and art to raise money to support terrapin protection. 
We can’t account for all these endeavors, but we are 
grateful knowing they buoy the success of the terra-
pin conservation project.

We were also reacquainted with old friends this sea-
son, as we gained noteworthy results from our long-
running terrapin mark-recapture project. At least 44 
marked terrapins nested on the Insti- tute’s trail for 
a second year or more, and three have returned 13-15 
times! It is encouraging to know these females are re-
turning to nest in our vicinity year after year.

Diamondback Terrapin 
Conservation Project

Coastal Conservation  
Research Program

ReseaRch & conseRvation by Dr. Lisa Ferguson and Katie Sellers

The Coastal Conservation Research Program finished 
in a flurry in early August. As road patrols wrapped 
up, research interns collected the last of their data and 
churned through results of their individual projects. 
The 2013 Intern Symposium, held on August 5, high-
lighted the achievements of their hard work. 

With the aid of Dr. Ralph Boerner and Ben Atkinson, re-
search interns conducted impressive projects ranging 
from the saltmarsh to the beach. Brianna Lowey (Haver-
ford College) measured tidal influx of surface water on 
the Institute’s property in relation to tide gauge data 
to establish patterns of biologically significant flooding 
events. Jennifer Teson (Millersville University of Penn-
sylvania) explored escape behavior of diamondback 
terrapins (Malaclemys terrapin) in crab traps to address 
the issue of biodegradable panel placement. Jillena 
Yeager (The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey) 
examined salvaged eggs and developing follicles from 
road-killed terrapins to better understand the repro-
ductive potential of females of varying body size. 

There were two interesting studies of infauna along 
beaches in Avalon, Stone Harbor, and North Cape May. 
Alexandra Kontra (Hamilton College) studied how mole 
crab (Emerita talpoida) populations vary with beach 
characteristics including location and moisture content 
of sediment. Sarah Zollner (Boston University) exam-
ined the relationship between burrow density of ghost 
crabs (Ocypode quadrata) and beach raking and refill-
ing, among other factors. 



From left: Elizabeth Rizzo, Jill Burgy, 
Kimberly Bullock, Zachary Schober
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The job advertisement reads:  “Environmental 
education internships are for people with 
an interest in environmental or outdoor 
education, or classroom science education.  
As a Wetlands Institute education intern, 
you’ll work hard, never be bored, and develop 
the skills you need to continue your career 
in the education/interpretive f ield.” …  
Naturalist Interns Kimberly Bullock, Jill Burgy, 
Elizabeth Rizzo and Zachary Schober did just 
that and more!  

As Naturalist Interns they were responsible 
for leading all public programs including 
Salt Marsh Safaris, Creature Features, Catch 
‘o the Day, Aquarium Feedings, Kayak Tours, 
Crabbing at the Dock and Hooked on Fishing 
programs, just to name a few!  New this 
year, in efforts to enhance their internship 
experience, they were asked to develop 
and implement an education project of 
their choosing that was personally and/or 
institutionally beneficial.   The development 
of these individual projects assisted them in 
honing skill sets that are essential to creating 
fundamentally successful programs or 
initiatives within the field of environmental 
education.  

The Naturalist Interns presented their 
completed projects at this year’s Intern 
Symposium on August 5, 2013.  They have 
done a wonderful job representing The 
Wetlands Institute and have truly elevated the 
future expectations of what it will mean to be 
a Naturalist Intern at The Wetlands Institute.  

Below is a brief summary of their projects:

Kimberly Bullock:  Child Exploration:  A Simple Look at Complex Science
How do you get a 4-year-old child attending Summer Nature 
Programs to understand the term Echinoderm?  As an 
Environmental Studies and Education major, I am always excited 
about translating complex environmental concepts to children.  
For three different weeks, I created themed lesson plans with 
hands-on activities and crafts and compiled a master binder of 
best practices for future Summer Nature Program Instructors to 
utilize when educating this age group.

Jill Burgy: Wetlands: Creating, Evaluating and Educating about 
Environmental Sustainability
Sustainability is a word that we hear frequently in our communities 
these days.  Setting out to re-evaluate, improve and expand on 
the sustainable efforts of The Wetlands Institute were a few of 
the main objectives that I wanted to complete with my project.  
I wanted to find a common understanding between factors that 
intrigue and excite the public and develop these in a way to create 
a better portrayal of sustainability and the role that the individual 
public plays in supporting our overall efforts.   

Elizabeth Rizzo:  Revamping Public Programs:  Creating a Resource 
for a Naturalist Intern
One of the most popular programs offered at The Wetlands 
Institute are Creature Features.  Each day, a new creature is 
highlighted and families often return daily to learn exciting facts 
about each species.  My project had three different components:  
rewriting and editing the Creature Feature Compendium, 
organizing the prop bins and education tools, and creating a 
new Creature Feature presentation based on the popular movie 
“Finding Nemo”.  

Zachary Schober: Interactive Trail Mapping at The Wetlands Institute
Education about wetlands is vital to the ecosystem’s survival.  
Many people are not able to physically visit The Wetlands Institute 
and witness its beauty first hand.   For my project, I utilized Google 
Maps to create a virtual tour of The Wetlands Institute’s Salt Marsh 
Trail.  This interactive tour is readily accessible to anyone with 
internet access via computer, phone or hand-held device and 
includes on-site photos, interpretive videos, learning questions 
and even an appearance from Scute, The Wetland Institute’s 
Diamondback Terrapin mascot.   

Looking for a Way to Share Your Talents?
The Wetlands Institute is always looking for new volunteers 
to help us achieve our mission of promoting the appreciation, 
understanding and stewardship of wetlands and coastal 
ecosystems through our programs in research, education and 
conservation.   Please consider joining us for special one-day 
volunteer opportunities or on a more routine basis throughout 
the coming months! For more information on our volunteer 
opportunities, please visit our website at: wetlandsinstitute.
org/about-us/help-us-grow/volunteer/

education by Brooke Knapick



exciting events

Sunset Soiree

Thanks to everyone who came out to support our  
Annual Wings ‘n Water Benefit Auction.  This was the 
first year our auction was held on its own and it was 
a great success!

We would like to extend our most heartfelt thanks 
to all who have contributed to the success of  our 
largest fund-raising event of the year, especially our 
Volunteers and members of our Board of Trustees. 

Special thanks to our Sponsors:

Institutional Sponsors:

• PSEG Nuclear
• Sturdy Savings Bank
• Atlantic City Electric

Corporate Sponsors

• Burke Subaru
• Kindle Ford Lincoln Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram Isuzu 
• The Washington Inn
• The Windrift Resort
• Clarke’s Sunset Market

Underwriters
• Barry and Lois Hamilton
• Anne Galli
• Wayne and Kay Renneisen

It was a beautiful night as guests enjoyed a festive 
summer evening on the marsh and an abundant 
array of delectable hors d’oeuvres by some of 
the area’s best restaurants: The Washington Inn, 
FUZE, Jay’s on Third, Café Loren, and the Windrift.   
Oysters were served by Cape May Salts Shuckers 
and Springer’s homemade ice cream made for a 
sweet finale.

Tropical cocktails themed to suit the island 
athmosphere and martinis were pouring down a 
large ice sculpted luge for an added festive touch. 

We would like to thank our generous sponsors for 
their support:

• PSEG Nuclear
• Sturdy Savings Bank
• Atlantic City Electric
• Hay’s & Sons
• AtlantiCare
• Cape Bank Charitable Foundation
• Fitzpatrick, Bongiovanni & Kelly
• Paolini Dermatology and Med Spa
• The Washington Inn
• Atlantic Cape Fisheries / Cape May Salt Oysters



We have a variety of unique decorative ornaments, 
including hand-painted glass terrapins, horseshoe crabs, 
seahorses and jellyfish to name a few. A new shipment 
of Cape May Jingle Birds has arrived; they are now 
hand-painted locally. The stainless steel water bottles 
with The Wetlands Institute logo have been selling well. 
Remember to fill your personal water container at our 
filtered water station located in the front entry.

 New books on our shelves include The Crossley ID Guide 
for Raptors by Richard Crossley, Jerry Liguori and Brian 
Sullivan.  A new National Geographic Pocket Guide Birds 
of North America is a handy guide to have in the field. 
For children, ages 6 and up, Into the Field Guide, A Walk 
on the Beach by Laurie Goldman offers neat facts and 
beachcombing tips.

SALE! Many items in the shop will soon be on sale at 
a 30-50% mark-down. Look for your favorite Wings ’n 
Water poster at a 50% discount this fall. 

See you soon in the Tidepool Shop!

tidepool shop by Joyce Ferguson

How quickly the fall 
migration is upon us! 
Our summer visitors 
begin to depart as 
our fall friends arrive. 

I n  t h e  T i d e p o o l 
Shop the shelves 
are stocked with a 

variety of T-shirts, including the popular ‘Keep Calm and 
Crab On’ design in a vibrant green. We are busy ordering 
hooded sweatshirts and fleece vests in time for the cooler 
temperatures, and we have long-sleeved denim shirts 
with horseshoe crab embroidery for men and women.

The migration of our waterfowl brings to mind the 
Federal Duck Stamp.  This year’s stamp depicts a Common 
Goldeneye Duck and is available for sale in the Tidepool 
Shop. Your purchase supports habitat conservation 
efforts and helps to ensure the future of our wildlife. 

Donations in Memory of:
• Marian Flammer

• Winifred Olive Jacobs

• Carolyn Kilsdonk

• Kenneth McGeary

• Charles and Gail Poliero

Donations in Honor of:
• Craig and Donna Rothman

Earth Share New Jersey

Earth Share New Jersey is a workplace 
giving campaign, similar to the United 
Way, where employees choose to have 
donations deducted from their pay 
checks. Each member’s organization 
work s  to  conser ve the natural 
environment in New Jersey.  Whether 
you’re an employee or a CEO, please 
explore a campaign in your workplace. 
Call Earth Share’s Paula Aldarelli at 
609-989-1160 or e-mail paldarelli@
earthsharenj.org.

Wetlands Institute Donors and 
Supporters Honored

In June, the Board of Trustees and staff of The Wetland Institute 
hosted a Donor Recognition Event to honor and recognize 
the incredible generosity of so many people that support The 
Wetlands Institute. 

We were excited to unveil our new donor recognition display in 
the entryway of the Institute. The area recognizes both Lifetime 
Giving and 2012 Annual Giving and will be updated every year.  
We are also excited to recognize the incredible role of the giants 
of the organization with our Honorary Giving area and proudly 
honor Herbert Mills, Marion Glaspy, and Dr. Albert Wood.  We also 
have an area for our Corporate Sponsors.

aRound the MaRsh



Beginning this autumn, The Wetlands Institute will be offering 
Featured Environmental Education Field Trips for students and 
teachers in grades K-12.  

Similar to our traditional 
f ield trip programs, 
t h e s e  f e a t u r e d 
p r o g r a m s  w i l l 
emphasize hands-on 
l e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e 
scientific method, but 
will only be available for 
a limited time!  Each 
autumn and spring we 
will offer a new program 

that is thematically related to the phenological changes occurring 
in our area.  This autumn’s featured program theme is Migration! 

For complete details, including program description and pricing, 
please visit our website at: 

wetlandsinstitute.org/education/field-trips

1075 Stone Harbor Blvd. 
Stone Harbor, NJ  08247-1424

A not-for-profit education and research organization studying, preserving and protecting wetlands and coastal ecosystems

 or Current resident

education Field tRips
featured environMental eduCation field trips

Dr. Logan receives 2013 Citizen 
Conservationist Award

For nearly 30 years, 
Mark Logan V.M.D. 
has offered his time 
and his expertise in 
animal care to treat 
d i a m o n d b a c k 
terrapins injured on 
our roadways. 

A t  t h e  B a y s e a 
Veterinary Hospital 
in Rio Grande, Dr. 
Logan has repaired 
fractured shells of 

over 1000 turtles, a process that can take an hour per patient, 
so they can be released to resume life in the wild. 

Dr. Logan has been an important partner to the Institute, and 
this year we were pleased to recognize his contributions to 
terrapin conservation. 

Ben Atkinson presents 
Dr. Mark Logan with his award.


