
Something remarkable happened along the Delaware Bayshore this 
spring.  It happens every year – but this year it was even more special.  
In an amazing spectacle of nature, in early May, the world’s largest 
concentration of horseshoe crabs comes ashore to lay their eggs.  
With impeccable timing, the champions of long-distance migration – 
shorebirds, time a critical refueling stop on the Delaware Bayshore to 
coincide with the availability of horseshoe crab eggs.  Red Knots and 
other migratory shorebirds fly incredible distances every spring from 
the southern tip of South America to their Artic breeding grounds 
9,000 miles away.  Many of these state-endangered birds fly non-stop 
for 6 days before reaching Delaware Bay. When they arrive, they are 
desperately thin and essentially out of fuel.  They spend two weeks 
here gorging on horseshoe crab eggs before continuing on to their 
Artic breeding grounds.  Without this food source, they simply don’t 
make it. Red Knot numbers have plummeted in recent years and 
they are now a candidate for the federal Endangered Species List.  
Their declines are widely believed by scientists to coincide to the 
decrease in availability of horseshoe crab eggs due to declines in 
the horseshoe crab population.

This year the situation was 
dire.  Hurricane Sandy dealt 
a blow to these beaches, 
stripping them of sand and 
eliminating 50% to 75% of 
the critical horseshoe crab 
spawning beaches.  Wetlands 
Institute scientists were on 
those beaches days after 
S a n d y  p a s s e d  –  a n d 
were sounding the alarm. Our 
worst fears were possible.  
Lack of suitable spawning 
habitat could impact already 
low populations of horseshoe 
crabs and without sufficient 
quantities of horseshoe crab 
eggs – shorebird populations 
would also take a hit.  

A remarkable thing happened.  Rather than getting another report 
focusing on doom and gloom, I am thrilled to report great news! 
We did it!  We beat the clock.  Conservation organizations came 
together to get sand back on those beaches before the crabs 
arrived.  We played a big role. Our scientists worked on the team 
to get federal and state permits for the beach restoration, secured 

landowner permission to work on the beaches, conducted beach 
assessments, and helped with restoration design.  In just 5 months, 
the team accomplished what normally takes years!  And it worked – 
horseshoe crabs have been coming onto the beaches to spawn in 
large numbers – and Red Knots, Sanderlings, and Ruddy Turnstones 
all arrived right on schedule to feed on plentiful horseshoe crab eggs.  
All told, we got 1,517 truckloads of sand on five critical spawning 
beaches. That’s almost 39,000 tons of sand! 

This has never been done 
before!  Engineers are really 
good at building Atlantic 
b e a c h e s  fo r  s h o r e l i n e 
protection.  They do that 
frequently.  This was an 
ecological restoration project 
that was designed to maximize 
horseshoe crab spawning.  So 

there are no dunes and most of the sand was used to build a broad 
beach at and above the high tide line. We also needed sand that 
was just right for horseshoe crab spawning and survival of horseshoe 
crab eggs.  

Early assessments are that 
th is  was  an  incred ib l y 
successful project. Scientists 
w i th  the Delaware Bay 
Shorebird Project documented 
large numbers of Red Knots 
feeding on the beaches. Some 
early estimates are almost 
twice the number as last year.  

Even better is that many of these birds made the critical target weight 
before they left for the high Artic to breed.  Early indications on 
horseshoe crab numbers are also encouraging. Horseshoe crabs 
were breeding in large numbers not only on spring and new moon 
high tides, but also throughout the season even during midday – in 
large numbers.  Long-time residents of South Reeds beach reported 
to us that this is one of the best crab spawning years they can 
remember.  It will be a while before the scientists crunch all the 
numbers – but this was an amazing conservation event – and one 
that we are all proud to have been a part of!  Please check out our 
website and Facebook page for project details including all the 
partners and funders that made this project possible and to track the 
progress of the research that we are working on with the larger team.
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Unless otherwise stated, all activities occur onsite at The Wetlands Institute.  Questions?  Please call 
The Wetlands Institute at 609-368-1211.

As my second summer season rolls into full swing, I find it to be a great time to reflect on 
the past year and take stock of our path and the progress the Institute has made on its 
journey into the future.  It’s been a remarkable year; not without its challenges and I can’t 
say that I anticipated all the changes we would see. I can confidently say that each change 
has been to strengthen the Institute and align our activities and efforts more directly with 
our mission to preserve and protect coastal and wetland ecosystems through programs in 
research, conservation and education.

Last May, I outlined my Plan for the Future for the Institute.  The objective is to create a center 
of excellence in research, conservation and education of coastal and wetland ecosystems 
though vibrant, dynamic, accessible and impactful research and conservation initiatives.  
At the core of the strategy are sweeping changes in program diversity, focus and intent. I 
am a strong believer in the power of community engagement in the stewardship of natural 
resources and the need to making science accessible to the public. Programs that are 
underpinned by science and common-sense conservation, but have the power to invoke 
the emotional connections between a person and nature are the key to achieving greatness 
for The Wetlands Institute. A critical component of this plan is the addition of key human 
resources. The Wetlands Institute needed to attract experts in key strategic growth areas 
to develop new programs and enhance existing programs.  

I am thrilled to say that we have done that!  There are a lot of new faces at the Institute – and 
more to come.  In January, Brooke Knapick joined the team as the Director of Educational 
Program Development.  Brooke has done an amazing job evaluating programs, adding new 
teaching and learning opportunities in the aquarium, and added more exploration and 
discovery to educational programs. She has a lot more planned. In March, we added Sue 
Slotterback to the education team. Sue has more experience in developing and delivering 
engaging, hands-on education programs than about anyone in the state.  

In April, Christine Mattera became our Director of Marketing and Communication and 
immediately enhanced our communications, website, social media presence, and overall 
advertising program. In May, we shifted our focus to research and conservation.  In early 
May, Katie Sellers received her Master’s degree from the University of Miami and became 
a full-time conservation scientist at the Institute.  Katie has been working on our Marine 
Debris program and now heads up our horseshoe crab research and conservation programs.  

Dr. Ralph Boerner, and PhD candidate Ben Atkinson are leading the Coastal Conservation 
Research Program this summer.  Terrapin nesting season is in full gear and they are working 
very hard to train interns, rescue terrapins, and mentor the undergraduate students in 
independent research projects. In mid-May, Dr. Lisa Ferguson became the Deputy Director of 
Research and Conservation at the Institute.  Lisa is a great addition to the team and brings 
expertise in habitat use, health, and behavior of coastal birds to address management and 
conservation issues.  Immediately upon her arrival, she was out in the field working with 
the Delaware Bay Shorebird Project, the new horseshoe crab rescue program (see related 
article), and working with me on monitoring research of the emergency beach renourishment 
project (see related article).

These new faces bring new energy, ideas, expertise, and commitment to creating a center of 
excellence in research, conservation and education at the Institute.  We are implementing 
the Plan for the Future by launching new programs, strengthening existing programs, and 
building a strong and resilient framework for unprecedented growth. It’s a very exciting time 
to be part of The Wetlands Institute.  As you can see, we are Making No Small Plans.  I’m 
excited you’re a part of it.
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salt Marsh safari
Watch our award-winning film, Secrets of the Salt 
Marsh followed by a guided interpretive walk in the 
wetlands down the 1/4 mile long salt marsh trail. To 
fully experience the marsh, make sure to wear shoes 
that can get wet and muddy!
Weekdays:  10:00am, 12:00pm, 2:00pm
Weekends:  11:00am and 1:00pm
Free with admission

Creature feature
We’ll highlight a different live animal or group of 
animals every weekday!  Get up close with terrapins, 
fish, crabs, turtles, sea stars and urchins, mollusks, 
horseshoe crabs and the animals of Sponge Bob.
Weekdays:  11:15am and 1:15pm
Free with admission

CatCh ‘o the Day
Get your feet wet as you help a naturalist drag a 
seine net to find crabs, shrimp, fish and more. Activity 
recommended for ages 8 and up.  Younger children 
are welcome to attend and can assist in removing 
creatures from the net!  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday:  3:15pm
Free with admission

aquariuM feeDing
We’ll open up feeding time three times each week 
so you can see the turtles chasing minnows and the 
horseshoe crab gobbling shrimp. 
Tuesday and Thursday:  3:15pm
Saturday:  2:15pm
Free with admission

totally turtle tuesDay
Tuesday nights are bursting with fun as we highlight our 
favorite reptile.  Each week we’ll bring you live turtles, 
the latest terrapin research, cool crafts and a special 
terrapin release. 
Tuesday:   5:00pm
Free with admission

Dune anD BeaCh Walk
Meet at 48th Street and Dune Drive in Avalon for an 
interpretive walk along the maritime forest and dune 
trails to learn about the flora and fauna that call this 
area their home.
Wednesday:  9:00am
Suggested $3 donation to The Wetlands Institute

exploration point
Explore Stone Harbor Point for seashells, birds, and 
things that live under the sand. Meet at the trailhead 
at 122nd Street in Stone Harbor. Activity recommended 
for children age 3-7 accompanied by a parent.   
Monday:  9:30am
Suggested $3 donation to The Wetlands Institute

Please check our website calendar 
for schedule updates!

wetlandsinstitute.org/events/calendar

hookeD on fishing
We’ll teach you how to bait a hook, cast a line, catch the 
fish and reel it in. We’ve even got fishing poles and bait! 
Saturday:  9:30am
Free with admission

seashell sunDays
Starting a shell collection?  Can’t figure out what that 
thing is you found on the beach?  Bring it in and we’ll 
tell you all about seashells and how to collect them 
without harming the environment.
Sunday:  10:00am
Free with admission

CraBBing at the DoCk
Drop a line in the water and see what pinches it!  We’ll 
provide the bait and handlines... You reel in the blue crabs!
Sunday:  2:15pm
Free with admission

38th Jersey Cape shell CluB shoW
For over three decades the Jersey Cape Shell Club 
has been taking shell collecting to a new level. See 
incredible collections of shells from around the world, 
including shells that glow in the dark.  Shells and shell 
artwork will be available for sale.
Friday - Sunday, August 16th – 18th 
Free with Admission or $3 for Shell Club Show only
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Crabulous Crab DayCrabulous Crab Day
JuLy 19 from 9:30am To 3pm

Come join us for all you can learn about crabs! 
•	 Crab races and Games
•	 Crabbing Tips and Tricks
•	 Crabbing Tournament   
•	 Extended Teaching Tank Demonstrations
•	 Live aquarium feedings
•	 And	more!

Non-member:
$10 adult, $8 Child,
$30 family pack of 4

member:
$8 adult, $6 Child,

$25 family pack of 4

SpECiaL EvENiNG LECTurE: hurriCaNE SaNDy iN CapE may CouNTy
by Dr. LENorE TEDESCo - JuLy 24 aT 7pm

Come learn about the storm and its local impacts. members: $5   Non-members: $7

Marsh Musings suMMer happenings
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The Wetlands Institute 
means so much for so 
many. For locals who get 
to know our salt marsh 
views throughout the sea-
sons, for summer resi-
dents and visitors who 
make a stop part of their 
summer ritual, and for 
students who experience 
our marshes and beaches 
as their classroom – this 

place is special. For me, it was a fixture in my child-
hood and has played a pivotal role during my career 
development. My first proper introduction to the 
marsh, the mud, and the critters within was as a 
child attending summer nature programs here. Later, 
I gained valuable experience as a seasonal educator 
for the Institute. It is no wonder that I took to the 
study and conservation of coastal species and habi-
tat as a profession. A month into my new position as 
Deputy Director of Research and Conservation I am 
still in disbelief to be here at The Wetlands Institute 
again. With experience up and down the east coast 
of the US, and a particular interest in the study of 
coastal birds, I couldn’t find myself in a better place. 
I am thrilled for the chance to further the strong con-
servation programs and to contribute to the rich his-
tory of research at The Wetlands Institute. It is an 
exciting time to be here as part of the remarkable 
community of people – past and present – who have 
navigated its course.  

Meet Dr. Lisa Ferguson Coastal Conservation  
Research ProgramSpawning Surveys: Over the course of 

the horseshoe crab spawning season 
(early May – late June), our Research and 
Conservation staff and interns conducted 
24 horseshoe crab spawning surveys 
along beaches in the Villas and North 
Cape May. During surveys, horseshoe 
crabs were counted along a 1 km stretch 
of beach.  In each area, horseshoe crabs 
were counted, sexed, and checked for 
tags. Data gathered from surveys was 
sent to the Mid-Atlantic Marine Fisheries 
Council to contribute to the evaluation 
of the Delaware Bay’s Horseshoe Crab 
population. These surveys also acted 
as a unique opportunity to involve the 
public in the scientific process. Over 60 
volunteers helped on surveys to learn 
about survey methods and conservation 
efforts surrounding horseshoe crabs. So 
far this year, tagged crabs found during our 
work were originally released as long ago 
as 2007 and from as far away as Ocean 
City, Maryland. 

This year we initiated a new “Re-Turn the 
Favor” program in partnership with NJ 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, Manomet 
Center for Conservation Sciences, 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ, and 
Citizens United to Protect the Maurice 
River. The program is organized to engage 
the local community in rescuing over-
turned and trapped horseshoe crabs, 
particularly on beaches that are closed 
during shorebird migration. Without our 
help these stranded crabs could otherwise 
die due to predation or desiccation. Nearly 
3,000 crabs have been rescued during 
the 28 walks reported to date! During 
the past month Wetlands Institute staff 
members and our volunteers covered 
the beaches at North Reeds, South 
Kimbles, Villas, and North Cape May. 
Participants are instructed how  to 
properly handle crabs while learning all 
about this incredible species and its role 
in the coastal ecosystem. 

Our Research and 
Conservation staff,  
i n t e r n s ,  a n d 
vo lun te er s  have 
been busy repairing 
t e r r a p i n  b a r r i e r 
f e n c i n g  p o s t 
Hurricane Sandy. 
After the storm blew 
through, Wetlands 
Institute staff and 

volunteers had to remove approximately 80% of the fencing that 
we had installed in previous years as it was blown out of place 
and lying across roadways. It was important to re-install this 
fencing again in time for this spring’s Diamondback Terrapin 
nesting season in order to help prevent female Terrapins from 
crossing busy Stone Harbor Boulevard. Through a series of 3 
fence installation days and with the help of 55 volunteers, The 
Wetlands Institute installed a total of 7,558 feet of barrier fencing 
along Stone Harbor Boulevard this spring. 

In related news, The Wetlands Institute was honored to be 
awarded a grant from the Captain Planet Foundation to support 
the installation of barrier fencing along Stone Harbor Boulevard. 
This award allowed us to purchase some of the supplies 
necessary for this project. 

In an effort to reduce the use of plastic water bottles on our 
premises and continue with our sustainability mission, The 
Wetlands Institute has invested in a Quench water system. 
The Quench system is set-up as a water bottle refill station to 
encourage our patrons to utilize reusable water bottles and to 
fill them up on site. Be sure to bring a re-useable water bottle 
the next time you visit or find one in our gift shop!

THANK YOU to the fantastic volunteers, the partnering 
organizations, and the funding agencies who helped us get this 
important work done!

ReseaRch & conseRvation by Katie Sellers and Dr. Lisa ferguson

50/50 Raffle
Win up to $12,000*

(or 50% of proceeds)
Drawing: August 3, 2013 at 8:30pm

Get yours today! Call or  
complete and mail this coupon

RL 13-13  481-05-25895       Middle Township
*$12,000 if all 240 tickets are sold. No substitution of the offered  
prize may be made. Winner does not need to be present to win.

How many tickets? _______ @ $100

Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________

Phone: _______________________________

Check ______    Credit Card _____

Visa/MC # ____________________________

Exp. date: ____________________________

Signature _____________________________

The 2013 Coastal Conservation Research Program 
(CCRP) for undergraduate student researchers is 
in full swing. This year’s extraordinary group of re-
search interns arrived in late May and has quickly 
acclimated to life and work in Cape May County. 

Led by Dr. Ralph Boerner, CCRP Director and Professor 
Emeritus from Ohio State University, and Ben Atkinson, 
CCRP Associate Director and Ph.D. candidate at Uni-
versity of Florida, research interns are busy learning 
the intricacies of wetlands and barrier beach ecology 
and are gaining a strong foundation in conservation 
science. Adding to the experience, they will be joined 
throughout the summer by several notable associate 
scientists and visiting graduate research students. 

Among other duties, CCRP interns are currently keep-
ing a watchful eye out for diamondback terrapins 
(Malaclemys terrapin) coming to nest along the salt-
marsh trail and our local roadways. After recent train-
ings, they are prepared to assist vehicle-struck terra-
pins to improve the odds of survival for female adults 
and their eggs. Soon, CCRP interns will apply their 
skills to develop individual research projects that ad-
dress questions of interest – and will present results 
of their studies at our Annual Research Symposium. 

For more information on the CCRP program and cur-
rent activities, please check out our website (wetland-
sinstitute.org/research/ccrp/). 

CCRP research interns studying salt marsh sediment. Sarah Zollner 
(Boston University), Brianna Lowey (Haverford College, PA), 
Jennifer Teson (Millersville University of Pennsylvania), Jillena 
Yeager (Richard Stockton College of New Jersey), Alexandra 
Kontra (Hamilton College, NY), and Dr. Ralph Boerner (Ohio State 
University/Wetlands Institute).

Looking for a Way to Share Your Talents?
The Wetlands Institute is always looking for new 
volunteers to help us achieve our mission of promoting 
the appreciation, understanding and stewardship 
of wetlands and coastal ecosystems through our 
programs in research, education and conservation.   
Please consider joining us for special one-day volunteer 
opportunities or on a more routine basis throughout 
the coming months!   For more information on our 
volunteer opportunities, please visit our website at:  
wetlandsinstitute.org/about-us/help-us-grow/volunteer/

ReseaRch & conseRvation by Katie Sellers and Dr. Lisa ferguson

HorsesHoe Crab Conservation

re-turn tHe Favor

tHe Wetlands institute KiCKs tHe bottle

diamondbaCK terrapin Conservation



SaTurDay JuLy 13, 6pm
An island style evening featuring 
cocktails, fine wines, martini bar 
and tropical drinks, sensational 
hors d’oeuvres, and live reggae 
music. Tickets $75. To purchase 
tickets, call or visit our website.

maC mCaNaLLy bENEfiT CoNCErT
WEDNESDay, JuLy 10, 7pm

Mac McAnally returns to the Windrift in a concert 
to benefit The Wetlands Institute. Concert begins 
at 7pm; doors open at 5:30pm

Limited seating. Purchase Tickets at The 
Wetlands Institute or by calling 609-368-1211

Perhaps you are looking for a good pair of binoculars 
for birding. We carry a selection of good mid-priced 
binoculars that may be just right for you.

Our custom products are always a favorite! Look 
for The Wetlands Institute logo on new ceramic 
mugs and stainless steel water bottles. New T-shirt 
designs in organic cotton await your visit with 
hooded sweatshirts and fleece vests arriving soon.

Find your treasure in the Tidepool Shop and support 
the mission of The Wetlands Institute at the same 
time!

We are looking forward to seeing you soon at the 
Tidepool Shop!

tidepool shop by Joyce ferguson

“This shop is a treasure,” was a comment we 
overheard a happy customer exclaim.  Come visit us 
in the Tidepool Shop to find the latest nature related 
books, puzzles and games.

Our jewelry lines are unique and sure to please.  If 
you are in need of a special gift may we suggest 
beautiful art glass from Annieglass of California.  

E a c h  p i e c e  i s 
functional, durable, 
handmade in the 
U.S.A. and carries an 
engraved signature. 
We chose several 
pieces in aquamarine 
that were inspired by 
the sea.

Donations in Memory of:
• Mariclare Weinert Barbin

• Marian “Terri” Powers Flammer

• Nancy D. Frank

• Jeane Herrmann

• Winifred Olive Jacobs

Special Thanks to:
• Greg and Joanne Willis

Earth Share New Jersey

Earth Share New Jersey is a workplace 
giving campaign, similar to the United 
Way, where employees choose to have 
donations deducted from their pay 
checks. Each member’s organization 
works to conser ve the natural 
environment in New Jersey.  Whether 
you’re an employee or a CEO, please 
explore a campaign in your workplace. 
Call Earth Share’s Paula Aldarelli at 
609-989-1160 or e-mail paldarelli@
earthsharenj.org.

Marshketeers Update
What a day!  Can you say RAIN!  How about DOWNPOUR!  Even 
so the Marshketeers, The Wetlands Institute’s World Series of 
Birding Team, managed to tally 129 birds this year, and in doing 
so raised more than $6,000 to support conservation and the 
habitat needs of migrating shorebirds.  The Team, comprised of 
the Institute’s Executive Director, Dr. Lenore Tedesco, WI Board 
Member Anne Galli, and Team Captain Mike Flemming, did 
manage to stay somewhat warm and dry during the night but the 
rain bouncing off the roof made it impossible to hear any owls.

The weather turned for the better by late morning and the Team 
was able to nab the bulk of this year’s total including the bonus 
bird, the Spotted Sandpiper.  Lenore first spotted (sorry) the bird 
on the little jetty in front of the concrete ship at Cape May Pt. 
moving among the rocks with its distinctive tail bob.  She yelled 
out “Spotted” and triumphantly lifted up both arms touchdown 
style.  Anne and Mike quickly confirmed the sighting and all 
breathed a sigh of relief.

The sunshine was short lived however and by early Saturday 
evening the rain fell so hard that the Team had no choice but to 
call it a day (or night) and go in search of a bowl of warm soup.

Though the Team fell short of their goal of 150 species, they 
wish to thank all those who donated to the effort this year with 
a special thank you to Mr. Raymond Burke of Burke Motors for 
donating the van and tank full of gas.  They’ll be back next year 
– and even better than ever!

You can view our sightings checklist on our website:
wetlandsinstitute.org/conservation/world-series-of-birding

aRound the MaRshexciting events

Fabulous Family NightsOn the Water
Come experience a new and unique live animal 
interaction the whole family can enjoy every 
Thursday at 6:30pm during The Wetlands Institute’s 
Fabulous Family Nights.  Programs presented by the 
Philadelphia Zoo, New Jersey Academy of Aquatic 
Sciences, Jenkinson’s Aquarium, Cape May Point 
State Park, Woodford Cedar Run and The Wetlands 
Institute.  

We recommend purchasing tickets in advance, but 
they may also be purchased at the door.  
Non-Member:  $9 Adult, $7 child
Member:  $8 Adult, $6 child 
June 20 - Sharks: Tooth or Consequences

June 27 - Zoo on Wheels – Built to Survive

July 4 - No Program!  Enjoy the holiday!

July 11 - Meet the Locals of Cape May County

July 18 - Hunters of the Sky 

July 25 - Reptiles Rock!

August 1 - Bugs of the Sea  

August 8 - Zoo on Wheels – Radical Rainforest

August 14 (Wednesday!) - Discover and Uncover: 
Undeground Animals   

August 22 - Penguin Pointers

August 29 - Cape May’s Royalty - The Monarch 
Butterfly

visit our Website For detailed desCriptions 
oF tHese Fun-Filled nigHts!

wetlandsinstitute.org/events/calendar

SaTurDay auGuST 3, 6pm

Incredible food by the Washington Inn, cocktails 
and wines, silent auction and live auction featuring 
unique items. Tickets $60 and up. To purchase 
tickets, call or visit our website.

Reservations are required for all activities.  
Unless otherwise stated, all activities leave 
from The Wetlands Institute dock.  

Back-Bay Birding and Wildlife Tours
Call 609-884-3100 for reservations.
Wednesday:  10am, 1:30pm, and 6pm
Thursday:  10am and 1:30pm
$28/person ($15 ages 2-12, free ages 2 & under)

Ocean City Back-Bay Birding
Call 609-368-1211 for reservations.  
Wednesday: 6pm - 8pm
$23/person ($15 ages 5-12, free ages 4 & under)

Back-Bay Kayaking
Call 609-368-1211 for reservations.     
Tuesday and Thursday: 10am – 1pm
Friday:  9:30am - 12:30pm
$49/person

Sunset Kayaking
Call 609-368-1211 for reservations.
Wednesday:  6pm - 8pm
Thursday:  6pm - 8pm
$49/person

Full Moon Paddling 
Call 609-368-1211 for reservations.
June 21, June 22, July 20, July 21, August 18, 
and August 19
7pm - 10pm
$49/person

Ocean City Back-Bay Kayaking and  
Full Moon Paddling
Call 609-368-1211 for reservations.  
Monday:  6pm - 8pm
Wednesday:  10am - 12pm
Thursday:  10am - 12pm and 6pm - 8pm
Special Full Moon Dates:  June 21, June 22, 
July 21, August 18, and August 19
$45/person



We continue to recover from 
Hurricane Sandy – but with 
some great news.  The dock 
rebuilding has begun and we 
hope to have our dock back 
by early July!  We were very 
lucky to receive a series of 4 
grants from FEMA as a 
private, not-for-profit 
organization.  These grants 
will reimburse us for up to 

75% of the cost of rebuilding! Our claims will likely top out at 
nearly $400,000.  We have replaced many of our lost items 
including outdoor tables and chairs and some SEAS equipment.  
The dock is being rebuilt with new material and a new design to 
withstand Mother Nature a bit better.  Funds raised during our 
Sandy Rebuild campaign have been amazing and will cover much 
of our costs to rebuild the dock.  Last week, we received a go 
ahead from NJDEP to design a new elevated walkway. Our plan is 
to build a loop boardwalk on the east side of Salt Marsh Trail!  We 
are just beginning the design phase but are super excited for the 
great new education and research opportunities this will provide.  
Stay tuned – and thanks for all your support to help us rebuild 
better than before.

1075 Stone Harbor Blvd. 
Stone Harbor, NJ  08247-1424

A not-for-profit education and research organization studying, preserving and protecting wetlands and coastal ecosystems

 or Current resident

It’s not too late, register today! 
Programs start the week of July 1, 2013. 

S p e n d  a  w e e k 
discovering the New 
Jersey Shore in a fun 
and hands-on way!  
Engage in sc ience 
experimentation and 
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  p l a y 
games, go on field trips, 
explore the beach, 
create arts and crafts, 
and much more all 

while enjoying a new theme each week:  Weird Science, Jurassic 
Marsh, Explore the Shore, Oceanopolis, Titanoboa to Terrapins, 
Sharks ‘n Bait and Creation Nation!  

For children ages 5-12, programs are held weekly from July 1 to 
August 12, 2013 and include field trips, beach days and exclusive 
activities.  Children age 4 can enjoy special programs during the 
weeks of July 15, July 29, and August 12, 2013. For complete 
details, including theme descriptions, pricing and registration 
information, please visit our website at www.wetlandsinstitute.org 
or call 609-368-1211.

suMMeR pRogRaMs Rebuild update
summer nature programs are Filling up Fast! HurriCane sandy rebuild update


