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Objective

• To examine the diet of NJ bald eagles by 
identifying bones/feathers of food items 
from nests 
(This is a continuation of a research 
project started in the winter of 2010)



Background

• August 2007: bald eagles removed from 
federal endangered species list

• Still listed as state endangered in NJ
• Active bald eagle nests in NJ

– 1999: Just over 20
– 2002: Nearly 30
– 2009: 69

• Most nests are located in the southern part 
of NJ near the Delaware River and Bay



Locations of 
Sampled Nests

• 1999-2002: 12 nests

• Spring 2010: 14 nests
– 6 of these nests 

previously sampled in 
1999-2002





Fish Menu
• Nine different species associated with NJ 

bald eagle nests



Reptile Menu = Turtles

• 3 different species associated with NJ bald 
eagle nests



Bird Menu

• Based on both bones and feathers
• At least 15 different species associated 

with NJ bald eagle nests



Mammal Menu

• Based on bones and teeth
• Six different species associated with NJ 

bald eagle nests





Examples of Scavenging 

Bird shoulder girdle with shotgun 
pellet holes

Catfish skull and associated hook



Conclusions

• Total number of different species 
represented by nest remains = 33

• Many specimens were apparently 
scavenged from carcasses left by humans

• Predated turtles were selected for small 
size

• Most common prey items were muskrats, 
turtles, and catfish
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