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Projects tailoring sediment management practices to modify or add bird [ What nesting species responded to elevated habitat?
nesting areas during routine dredging of navigable channels and inlets are Target species: Black Skimmer is an endangered SEP 2014: post-constfuction NOV.20ilasdibts
being explored in New Jersey to augment habitat for coastal species that & |
nas been limited by development and recreational use of barrier island
beaches and salt marshes, and is further constrained by increasing sea
evels and flood frequency.

species in New Jersey that nests on barrier island

beaches and marshes. The site was constructed for
~—#S5_ skimmers but use was anticipated by American

Oystercatcher and other shorebird and tern species.
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Table 2. Number of nests and apparent hatch success by species on Ring Island elevated nesting habitat.

~51 ~25.5% ~13  23% 0

~100 ~32% ~200 ~42.5% 115

Fig.1. Relative sea level trend, Atlantic City, New Jersey 40 km  Fig.2. Ring Island elevated nesting 56.3% ~33 ~57.6% 6 0% 0
from study site. NOAA: tidesandcurrent.noaa.gov; accessed habitat, Cape May County, NJ. 2015.

10/28/2019. 50% 6 50% 100%

—— USGS Great Channel Guage Ring Island

Continued assessment, management, and enhancement

® Habitat was provided for multiple species and taxa for nesting,
foraging, and resting

Elevation to reduce flooding risk was maintained; no nest loss above
spring tide target

Site requires management: vegetation, predators, disturbance,
- ' periodic reapplication of material

B - , ® Continue monitoring site as it matures to understand management
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Fig 3. Water levels (ft, NAVD88 ) measured over Fig 4. Local average flooding occurrence at water
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time by two gages within 0.7 km of study site. elevation (ft, NAVD88 based on 2003-2018).

Estimated # breeding pairs

Table 1. Elevation targets for construction of Ring Island elevated nesting habitat.

Set target above MHHW 2.1 ft . . . _
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