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NJ INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY 
PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

• Adopted/authorized as a federal project in 1939

• 117 miles long from Manasquan Inlet to Cape May 

• Includes the Cape May Canal and Point Pleasant Canal

• Supports Cape May Lewes Ferry

• Supports recreation in coastal NJ and commercial fishing 

industry including the 9th most valuable commercial 

fishing fleet in the U.S. (Cape May/Wildwood)

• Supports 9 U.S. Coast Guard Stations including Cape 

May training base 



NJ INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY 

• Authorized depth 6 ft Mean Low Water & 100 ft wide, 

southern portion authorized depth is 12 ft MLW 

• Location can vary with naturally deep water; working with 

USCG ATON to better mark deep water and reduce 

dredging requirements

• State of NJ obligated to provide placement sites (except 

2 CDFs in Cape May owned by USACE) 

• NJDOT manages State Channel Network

• Marine Trades Association connects users and 

advocates for waterway



NJ INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY 

• Subject to OMB/HQ budget cuts in 2012 (zero funded)

• Supplemental funds received for Stimulus, Hurricanes 

Irene & Sandy, now back in O&M budget 

• Lease of Plant Maintenance Dredging Contract 

• 2009, 2011-12, 2013-14, 2015-16, 2017-19, 2019-2021

• Small pipeline dredges

• CDFs along waterway: private, municipal and State-owned

• Beneficial use as long-term strategy, goal of 100% BU of clean 

material

• Acquisition strategy is key to success since builds in flexibility

• USACE Wilmington District Plant 



NJIWW MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

TYPICAL BACK BAY LOCATIONS



NJIWW MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

MARKERS 386 TO 397



WORKING WITH THE US COAST GUARD 

FIFTH DISTRICT



USCG FY20 STATEMENT REGARDING 

NJIWW CRITICAL SHOALS

Siltation of federalized channel has led to reduction in depth 
of water which has rendered it impossible for afloat CG 
operational assets to conduct their mission. CG vessels are 
unable to travel from their homeport to some/all of their 
areas of responsibility to conduct Congressionally mandated 
missions.  Impacts will include failure to maintain fixed & 
floating aids to navigation and inability to depart homeport 
to conduct marine safety, environmental response, search 
and rescue, and law enforcement operations.



WORKING WITH THE US COAST GUARD 

NATIONAL PRIORITY



NJ Intracoastal Waterway 

FY20/21 Maintenance Dredging Contract

• Awarded to Barnegat Bay Dredging Company

• Lease of Plant for entire NJIWW and adjacent waterways

• $3.98M, 450 day period of performance

• USCG Priorities and environmental windows with 

placement alternatives will guide assignments

• For SMIIL, dredging and placements in March 2020 

(potential) and Fall 2020.



NJIWW Reach by Marker Quantity (CY) Quantity (CY)

Dredge to 6 ft 
MLW

Dredge to 7 ft 
MLW Composition

Sec 1: Mkr 397 to 395 8157 11551

Sec 2: Mkr 395 to 392 5426 8544

Sec 3: Mkr 392 to 390 4279 8450

Sec 4: Mkr 390 to 389 12406 17671

Sec 5: Mkr 389 to 388 8091 11087

Sec 6: Mkr 388 to 386 20801 27483

Sec 7: Mkr 384 to 386 5663 9084

Total: 64823 93870





A SEDIMENT PROGRESSION: 

FROM CONFINEMENT TO IN-WATER CREATION



QUESTIONS?

Monica Chasten

Project Manager

(215) 656-6683

Monica.A.Chasten@usace.army.mil


